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Abstract

Folk beliefs are one of significant folk cultures in the rural society, and always
have a place in the oriental countries. Since early society, the South Korea has had
folk beliefs, including the ancestor belief for fear of soul, the production soul belief
arising from farming and fishing and the patron saint belief for villages. In Taiwan,
the immigrants in the Ming and Qing Dynasties risked their lives through the Black
Water Trench during journey to Taiwan or passed away due to environmental
inadaptability after they arrived in Taiwan; therefore, they entrusted their own lives to
their ancestors, ghosts and gods, geomantic omen-and so on.

Folk beliefs involve a lot. Therefore, inaddition to general discussion about folk
beliefs of Taiwan and South Korea, this thesis mainly‘conducts investigation and
comparison of details with penates beliefs as the center; including the emergence
backgrounds, types, features, functions, ‘cults-of the penates beliefs of South Korea
and Taiwan, and compares their similarities and differences with the objective to
deeply understand the folk religious beliefs and folk cultures of Taiwan and South
Korea.

Folk beliefs are rooted in history and traditional cultures. In Taiwan, in addition
to some customs handed down from ancient times, folk beliefs have combined Taoism,
Buddhism and even Confucianism and the force of nature, and even the penates
beliefs also include Guanyin (Kwan-yin) from Buddhism, three divine officials from
Taoism and so on. The sacrifice types are fairly diverse.

In contrast, Taoism has almost disappeared and Buddhism has been overridden by

Catholicism and Christianism in South Korea. The existing folk beliefs are mainly



vulgar beliefs and cave spirit beliefs. The penates beliefs are considered part of
traditional local folk customs, seem rather simplified, less involve religion and purely
take door god, kitchen god, foundation master, land god, ancestor and the gods related
to birth, industry and so on as the objects of worship and sacrifice and adopt plain
cults. Although the penates beliefs in South Korea have simple types, they have many
similarities to traditional folk customs of Taiwan; therefore, common origins between
them exist.

With the change of times and social environment, the forms and functions of folk
beliefs in South Korea have gradually shrunk, but at least some of them will continue
to exist due to their value of folkways, sightseeing and even recreation, while the
penates belief will weaken day by day. Taiwan has diversified folk beliefs integrating
the functions of religion, humanization, recreation; sightseeing, etc. and thus will
maintain certain prosperity; only the penates beliefs are mostly limited to local
traditional families, or the cults méy be gradually simplified due to such factors as

social environment change and environmental protection.

Key word : folk belief. family belief - Korea and Taiwan
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